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Jobn Algeo (Department of English, University of Georgia, Athens, GA
30602) is a past president of the American Name Society (1984). His current re-
search ·in neologisms and Briticisms. In collaboration with Allen Walker Read,
he is editing a dictionary of Briticisms, based on the historical citation file
gathered by Read over a fifty-year period and supplemented by Algeo's file of
contemporary citations for words used in distinctive ways in the United Kingdom.

Irving Lewis Allen (Department of Sociology, University of Connecticut,
Storrs cr 06268) teaches urban studies and the sociology of language. He is the
author of The Language of Ethnic Conflict (Columbia University Press, 1983) and
is now completing a project on historical images of New York and of city life in
popular speech, 1850-1950.

Leonard R.N. Ashley (English Department, Brooklyn College CUNY,
Brooklyn, NY 11210) has served two terms as president of the American Name
Society (1979 and 1987). In addition to extensive onomastic contributions he has
written on popular culture in the Elizabethan period, English drama, superstition
and magic, and witchcraft. Two books are scheduled for publication in 1989:
What's in a Name (a popular survey of onomastics), and Norden: The Folklore of
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Greenland, and The Faroes.

Russell Brown (Department of Germanic and Slavic, SUNY at Stony
Brook, Stony Brook, NY 11794) teaches modern German and comparative litera-
ture. He has written extensively on German writers,· including a book on Hans
Renny Jahnn's Fluss ohne Ufer (1969). He has read onomastic papers at American
Name Society and Conference on Literary Onomastics meetings. His article on
names in Elmer Rice's The Adding Machine appeared in Names in 1986.

Frederic G. Cassidy (DARE, 6125 Helen White Hall, Madison, WI 53706)
is an emeritus professor of English at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, and
a past pr.esident of the American Name Society (1980). He was born in Jamaica.
He is the editor-in-chief of the ongoing Dictionary of Regional American English
(DARE), Volume 1 of which appeared in 1985. The inspiration for his exemplary
onomastic study, The Place-Names of Dane County, Wisconsin (1947), came from
his discovery of Allen Walker Read's work in Missouri placenames.

Robert F. Fowkes (632 Van Cortlandt Park Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10705)
is Professor Emeritus of Linguistics and Germanic Languages, New York Univer-
sity, and a former president of the International Linguistics Association, at whose
founding (as the Linguistic Circle of New York) he and Allen Walker Read were
both present. He has published extensively in linguistics journals and has taught,
among other subjects, Sanskrit, Gothic, Hittite, Celtic, Baltic, and Old Irish. Some
of his teaching has been after his official retirement.

Thomas J. Gasque (Department of English, University of South Dakota,
Vermillion, SD 57069) is in his first year as editor of Names. He continues to write
on the names of the Dakotas. During the 1988-89 academic year he is at the
University of Oldenburg in West Germany, on a Fulbright-supported faculty ex-
change.

Eric P. Hamp (Department of Linguistics, University of Chicago, 1010 E.
59th Street, Chicago, IL 60637) has done extensive work in historical and areal
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linguistics and in dialectology. His specialties include Indo-European, Ancient
Classical World, Celtic, Balkans, Baltic, Caucasus, and Native North America. He
likes to integrate onomastics into these activities, especially extracting grammar
from names.

Kelsie B. Harder (Department of English, State University College,
Potsdam, NY 13676) is a past president of the American Name Society (1982) and
a member since 1954. He was executive secretary for most of the years between
1960 and 1979 and was editor of Names in 1967 and 1968 and again from 1982
through 1987. His onomastic contributions include Illustrated Dictionary of Place
Names, United States and Canada (1976), and he is at work on a study of
placenames in St. Lawrence County, New York.

Paul L. Leslie (Department of Sociology, University of North Carolina,
Greensboro, NC 27412) has as his research interests, in addition to nicknames,
Southern black professional women, the effect of alcohol on sexual assault, and
influence of religion on alcohol and drug abstention.

W.F.H. Nicolaisen (Department of English, General Literature, and
Rhetoric, State University of New York, Binghamton, NY 13901) is a former
president of the American Name Society (1977) and a member of the Executive
Committee of the International Committee of Onomastic Sciences. In addition
to his extensive research and numerous publications in onomastics, especially in
the theory of names, he is also active in folklore research and is currently presi-
dent of the Middle Atlantic Folklife Association.

Alan Rayburn (5 Solva Drive, Nepean, Ontario K2H 5R4, Canada) is a past
president of the American Name Society (1985) and former executive secretary
(until 1987) of the Canadian Permanent Committee on Geographical Names. He
has written extensively on Canadian toponymy and has a regular column on
placenames for Canadian Geographic, published six times a year with a circula-
tion of 220,000 he is now a consultant in history, geography, toponymy, and geneal-
ogy.

Adrian Room (173, The Causeway, Petersfield, Hampshire, GU31 4LN,
England) has written a number of books on the origins of words and names. His
most recent is Dictionary of Place-Names in the British Isles (1988) and his next,
due out in March 1989, is Dictionary of World Place-Names Derived from British
Names which includes the origins of many U.S. and Canadian names, among
others. Other onomastic areas covered by his books include pseudonyms, classi-
cal personal names, coin names, and astronomical names.

James Ie. Skipper, Jr. (Department of Sociology, University of North
Carolina, Greensboro, NC 27412), has published several books and many articles
on medical sociology, deviant behavior, and popular culture. He is past editor of
the journal Sociological Inquiry, past president of the Mid-South Sociological As-
sociation, and president-elect of Alpha Kappa Delta, the international Sociology
Honor Society. His major onomastic interest is nicknames, and he is currently
preparing a book on the topic.

Roger W. Stump (Department of Geography and Planning, State Univer-
sity of New York, Albany NY 12222) has as his primary academic specialty the
cultural geography of North America, and most of his research has focused on
the geography of religion. He recently served as guest editor for a special issue
of Journal of Cultural Geography devoted to this topic. He also has a strong in-
terest in toponymy and, more generally, language and dialect.
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