
Humor Scholarship on Names

Compiled by
Don L.F. Nilsen

Arizona State University

Charnock, Richard Stephen. 1968. Ludus Patronymicus, or the Ety-
mology of Curious Names. London: Trubner; Detroit: Gale.

Dickson, Paul. 1986. Whimsical Names. New York: Delacorte.
Dundes, Alan. 1985. "Game of the Name: A Quadriplegic Sick Joke

Cycle." Names 33: 289-91.
Fetrow, Fred M. 1975. "Joseph Heller's Use of Names in Catch 22."

Studies in Contemporary Satire 2: 28-38.
Fife, A.E. 1950. "Wordplay in Highway-Side Nomenclature." American

Speech 25: 274-79.
Fletcher, Barbara" Rainbow." 1981. Don't Blame the Stork! The Cyclo-

pedia of Unusual Names. Kirkland, WA: Rainbow.
Fordyce, C.J. 1932. "Puns on Names in Greek." Classical Journal 28:

44-46.
Gasque, Thomas J. 1991. "The Study of Names as Humor in the Thirty-

Nine Years of the Journal Names." Names 39: 217-24.
Hauge, Ron, and Sean Kelly. 1987. Nicknames: Unusual Monikers,

Secret Identities, Remarkable Aliases, Hilarious Histories. New
York: Collier/Macmillan.

Loomis, C. Grant. 1956. "Surnames in American Wordplay." Names 4:
86-95.

__ . 1959. "Some Name Traditions in Epigrammatic Satire." Names
7: 43-48.

Lorenz, Brenna. 1989. "Origins of Unusual Given Names from the
Southern United States." Names 37: 201-30.

McCartney, E.S. 1919. "Puns and Plays on Proper Names." Classical
Journal 14: 343-58.

Manser, Martin. 1988. Melba Toast, Bowie's Knife and Caesar's Wife:
A Dictionary of Eponyms. New York: Avon.

Nicolaisen, Wilhelm F.H. 1994. "More Fun and Names." Sprache
Onomatopoia Rhetorik Namen Idiomatik Grammatik. Graz: Institut
fUr Sprachwissenschaft der Universditaet Graz, 157-62.

77



78 Names 45.1 (March 1997)

Nilsen, Aileen Pace. 1994. "Why Big Businesses Break Spelling Rules."
English Journal 83: 48-53.

__ . 1995a. "By Any Other Name: What It Means When Young
Adults Change Their Names." School Library Journal 41 : 123-25.

__ . 1995b. "From Aunt Chilada's to Cactus Willy's: Gender Naming
and the Marketing of Food in Arizona." Names 43: 29-52.

Nilsen, Aileen Pace and Don L.F. Nilsen. 1991. "Tendentious Puns:
Names with a Purpose." Et Cetera 48: 146-52.

Nilsen, Don L.F. 1982. "American Proper Noun Reference: The
Humorous Naming of Persons, Places, and Things." Names 30:
171-82.

__ . 1988. "Names: Some Subsidiary Functions." Festschrift in
Honor of Allen Walker Read. Ed. Laurence E. Seits. DeKalb, IL:
North Central Name Society, 108-15.

· 1991. "Humorous Names: Some Creative Processes." The
Creative Child and Adult Quarterly 41: 175-80.

__ . 1993. "Humor and Names." Humor Scholarship: A Research
Bibliography. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 67-71.

Nilsen, Don L. F., AIleen Pace Nilsen and Jean Multer. 1989. "Fascinat-
ing Toponymies-Geographical Names and the Stories They Tell."
Verbatim 16: 15-18.

Nourissier, F. 1983. "Name, Meaning and Pun." Corps Ecrit 8: 99-105.
Price Roger, and Leonard Stern. 1960. What Not to Name the Baby. Los

Angeles: Price, Stern, and Sloan.
Pyles, Thomas. 1959. "Bible Belt Onomastics or Some Curiosities of

Anti-Pedobaptist Nomenclature." Names 7: 84-100.
Rennick, Robert M. 1968. "Obscene Names and Naming in Folk

Tradition." Names 16: 207-29.
__ . 1982. "The Alleged 'Hogg Sisters,' or Simple Ground Rules for

Collectors of 'Odd'. Names." Names 30: 193-97.
Smith, Michael K., and Gail Reaves. 1990-1995. "Some Sorority and

Fraternity Nicknames." Maledicta 11: 133-37.
Train, John. 1977. Remarkable Names of Real People. New York:

Clarkson N. Potter.
· 1979a. Even More Remarkable Names. New York: Clarkson N.

Potter.
· 1979b. John Train's Most Remarkable Names. New York:

Clarkson N. Potter.


