Namelore in Latin America III

JACK A.DABBS

CONTINUING THE SURVEY of name studies in Latin America
(Names September 1953 and December 1954), this work completes
the background with material on Mexico and Peru omitted from
the earlier publications because of the length of these sections. It
includes also some items on other countries more properly placed
in “Namelore in Latin America II” but postponed because of
inadequate data, or items called to the compiler’s attention since
appearance of the earlier parts. Again, entries marked with the
asterisk indicate those obtained indirectly, not personally examined
by the compiler.

This compilation has concentrated on anthroponymy and top-
onymy, omitting as a rule works on such topics as plant names,
animal names, or names of cultural objects.

Each nation of Latin America now has its representation in a
section of the bibliography devoted primarily to it, with the ex-
ception of Paraguay, for which specific data either has escaped the
the compiler’s attention or still awaits publication. So far the
best sources for Paraguayan place-name references remain items
3 and 12. In addition, geographical dictionaries or similar studies
of the bordering countries often include parts of Paraguay within
their compass.

No bibliography can ever be considered complete, and doubtless
a number of published articles and books still await listing. Also
a tremendous amount of documentary material exists that treats
of names but incidental to the main purpose of the work. Other such
works probably lie hidden in obscure periodicals and newspapers
whose limited access makes them almost as rare as manuscripts.
But although the items in this bibliography vary widely in length,
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coverage, and importance, it no doubt furnishes a fair represen-
tation of works published primarily as discussions of or source ma-
terial for names.

The number of name studies shown in proportion to the total
population of the nation (or other geographical entity) offers an
interesting view of the distribution, and only very roughly do the
size and population correspond to the amount of study done. Ar-
ranged by the latest population estimates (shown by millions), the

number of published works has this distribution:

By Population: No. of Items: By Population: No. of Items:

Brazil (52.5) 48 Dominican Rep. 24 1
Mexico (24.1) 152 El Salvador (2.0) 10
Argentina (17.1) 42 Paraguay (1.4) 0
Colombia (11.2) 20 Honduras (1.2) 18
Peru (8.4) 53 Nicaragua (1.2) 2
Chile 5.8y 17 Panama 7y 3
Cuba (5.2) 5 Costa Rica (.7) 5
Venezuela (49) 11 British Honduras
Bolivia (4.0) 3 and Guiana (b)) 2
Guatemala (3.6) 12 Martinique (3) 1
Haiti (3.3) 4 Surinam (2) 1
Ecuador (3.0) 10 French Guiana

and Inini (.03) 1
Uruguay (2.8) 9 Antilles not other-
Puerto Rico (2.1) 1 wise provided for 4

Considering size and population, the countries that seem the
most inadequately studied are Paraguay, Bolivia, Cuba, Brazil,
Nicaragua, Panama, Puerto Rico, Surinam, and Venezuela.

Of all these areas the ones with largest percentage of Indian
population are Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia, Brazil, Mexico, Peru,
Paraguay, Guatemala, and Venezuela. These areas in particular
need more study as an aid to linguistic history as well as political.
In areas like Argentina and Uruguay, where Indian names have
gone with the Indians, a greater problem exists in recalling how and
under what conditions the old names disappeared.

In all Latin American areas the Indian family names have tended
to disappear in favor of Spanish or Portuguese with two notable
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exceptions: Parts of Brazil and the Yucatan Peninsula. No one has
yet adequately described or explained this movement in published
form.

In toponymy the colonial period brought European names that
functioned as a vast superstratum, blanketing the whole area and
competing with Indian names. In the Period of Independence and
continuing yet, the flow of religious names and repetitions of Spanish
place names has nearly ceased, with the substitution of still another
sparsely-spread superstratum of names of local heroes and famous
leaders. This general picture appears clear, but the details still
await a great deal of study and description, isolating areas where
the generalization does not apply, and following the development
as it varied under local conditions and so contributed to the diver-
sity and individuality of these nations today. These examples only
point the way to some of the myriad problems that challenge the
study of names and which gives onomatology a chance to contribute
to an understanding of Latin American culture and geography.
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la Sociedad Geogrdifica de Lima XXXIV (1918) 88—93; XXXVI
(1920) 14—16.*

430, ... ... , ““Yunga’ en la nomenclatura geografica de los
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Namelore in Latin Amertca 111 37
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185—215.*

457. United States, Department of the Interior, Board on Geo-
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