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Michael Adams currently teaches at North Carolina State
University. He took his Ph.D. in English Language and
Literature from the University of Michigan; while a graduate
student, he was an assistant on the Middle English Dictionary.
He is the author of Slayer Slang: A Buffy the Vampire Slayer
Lexicon (OUP, 2003), which contains considerable onomastic
material. With Anne Curzan, he has recently written Ho'lV
English Works: A Linguistic Introduction (AB Longman, 2006).
He has also written many articles on the history of English,
especially slang and jargon, and lexicography. Linguistic
issues surrounding trademarks are among his current
interests. Previously editor of Dictionaries, he is currently
editor of American Speech.

Jennifer Westerhaus Adams earned both an M.A. in English
and a J.D. at Duke University. She currently practices at
Walker and Lambe, PLLC, in Durham, North Carolina, and
the law of intellectual property, including trademark law, is
among her specialities. With Ronald R. Butters, she
contributed "Linguistic Change in Words One Owns: How
Trademarks Become I Generic'" to Studies in the History of the
English Language II: Unfolding Conversations, edited by Anne
Curzan and Kimberly Emmons (New York: Mouton de
Gruyter, 2004).

Paul D. Numrich is chair of the Program in World Religions
and Inter-Religious Dialogue at the Theological Consortium of
Greater Columbus, Ohio, and Visiting Research Associate
Professor in the Department of Sociology at Loyola University
Chicago. His publications include Old Wisdom in the Ne'lv
World: Americanization in Two Immigrant Theravada Buddhist
Temples (University of Tennessee Press, 1996).

Fred Kniss is Associate Professor of Sociology at Loyola
University Chicago. He is the author of Disquiet in the Land
(Rutgers' University Press, 1997) and various articles on
religious conflict and change. Kniss and Numrich are co-
authors of the forthcoming book, Sacred Assemblies and Civil
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Society: HOIO Religion Matters for America's Ne'loest Immigrants
(Rutgers University Press).

Robert M. Rennick is a retired college/ university professor
and consultant to the Kentucky state government. He is the
author of 13 books on Onomastics (with three more in press)
and has published 180+ articles and reviews on onomastics,
local and Kentucky history, historical geography, and folklore.
He has had numerous articles featured in this journal. He can
be reached at 586 Riverside Drive, Prestonsburg, Kentucky
41653-7744.


