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Scott Baird received his Ph.D. from University of Texas -
Austin in1969. He has taught at Kyushu Gakuin High School,
Kumamoto, Japan (1961-1964), Japan Lutheran
College/Seminary (1971-74), and Trinity University - San
Antonio 1974-present. He is a member of American Name
Society, Linguistics Society of America, American Dialect
Society, American Culture Association, Association for
Gravestone Studies. He has published extensively (books,
monographs, book chapters, essays, newspaper columns) in
applied linguistics. He loves athletics and music.

J. Joseph Edgette, Ph.D., Professor of Education and Resident
Folklorist at Widener University, Chester, Pennsylvania,
received his doctorate in folklore from the University of
Pennsylvania. Teacher, scholar, and public lecturer, currently,
he chairs the Cemeteries and Gravemarkers Area of the
American Culture Association as well as serving on the
editorial board of their Journal. He is Secretary of the Board of
Trustees of the Association for Gravestone Studies and serves
on the Board of the Friends of Woodlawn cemetery, Bronx,
new York. He is very active in the American Folklore Society.
In addition to 25 years devoted to the study of cemeteries and
gravemarkers, he has spent the last seven years researching
many of the aspects pertaining to the R.M.S. Titanic. He is also
a member of several Titanic societies that are research oriented.

Susan Olsen is the Executive Director of the Friends of the
Woodlawn Cemetery. Ms. Olsen currently serves on the Board
of Directors of the Association of Gravestone Studies and is
active in the Cemeteries and Gravemarkers Section of the
American Culture Association. Her most recent article
detailing the history of a monument at The Woodlawn
Cemetery appeared in Francis Lieber and the Culture of the Mind,
2005.University of South Carolina Press.

Cornelia C. Paraskevas was born in Athens, Greece, where she
completed a B.A. in English/Linguistics at the University of
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Athens (1980). She completed an M.A. in Linguistics at the
University of Kansas (1982) with the help of a Fulbright

. Scholarship; she completed her Ph.D. in Linguistics at the
lJniversity of Kansas (1987).She has been teaching linguistics
and composition theory at Western Oregon University. Her
research interests include language and Greek immigrants to
the United States; stylistic analysis; grammar / writing contact
zones. Her prior publications include the book Conversations
about Writing (2004); "The Craft of Writing: Breaking
Conventions" (English Journal 2004); "Negotiating Languages,
Negotiating Forms: the experience of Greek immigrants to the
United States" (Studies in Greek Linguistics 1998).

Richard A. Sauers is president of Lenape Investment
Corporation and editor of Global Markets newsletter. He
received a B.S. in Chemistry from Delaware Valley College,
Doylestown, Pennsylvania, and completed some graduate
work at Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey. He
is a member of the Cemeteries and Gravemarkers Area of the
American Culture Association, and a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Association for Gravestone Studies and is
editor-in-chief of its AGS Quarterly. His research interests
include the study of corporate and stock exchange histories,
and financial panics and market crashes, and he has applied
that work to the interpretative education programs of Laurel
Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Woodlawn
Cemetery, Bronx, New York.

Fred Tarpley, professor emeritus at Literature and Languages
at Texas A&M University-Commerce, is a past president of
the American Name Society and a past director of the Place
Name Survey of the United States. He directed the South
Central Names Institute in Commerce for 15 years. His books
include 1001 Texas Place Names and Place Names of Northeast
Texas. He is currently completeing a comprehensive dictionary
of Texas placenames. For the past two decades, he and Scott
Baird hav coordinated a booth at the Texas Folklife Festival in
San Antonio, providing origin s of family names. All aspects of
onomastics interest him.


