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Presidents and Editors of the American 
Name Society, 1953–2010
This list was compiled by Thomas J. Gasque, Professor emeritus in the 
Department of English of the University of South Dakota, and a Past 
President (2001–2002) and former Editor (1988–2002) of Names: A Journal 
of Onomastics. Correspondence to: Thomas.Gasque@usd.edu

PRESIDENTS OF THE AMERICAN NAME SOCIETY

1953 Elsdon C. Smith 1978 Lurline H. Coltharp
1954 Elsdon C. Smith 1979 Leonard R.N. Ashley
1955 Meredith (Pete) Burrill 1980 Frederic G. Cassidy
1956 Kemp Malone 1981 Fred Tarpley
1957 George R. Stewart 1982 Kelsie B. Harder

1958 Margaret M. Bryant 1983 Grace Alvarez-Altman
1959 Jaraslav B. Rudnyćkyj (Cdn) 1984 John Algeo
1960 Thomas M. Pearce 1985 Alan Rayburn (Cdn)
1961 Mamie J. Meredith 1986 Sarah E. Jackson
1962 Jack A. Dabbs 1987 Leonard R.N. Ashley (also 1979)

1963 Alfred Senn 1988 Mary Rita Miller
1964 Ignace J. Gelb 1989 Roger L. Payne
1965 Demetrius J. Georgacas 1990 Edward Callary
1966 Francis L. Utley 1991 André Lapierre (Cdn)
1967 Clarence L. Barnhart 1992 Gerald L. Cohen

1968 Edward C. Ehrensperger 1993–1994 Lewis L. McArthur*
1969 Allen Walker Read 1995–1996 Edwin D. Lawson
1970 Elsdon C. Smith (also 1953, 1954) 1997–1998 Sheila Embleton (Cdn)
1971 Audrey K. Duckert 1999–2000 Grant Smith
1972 Donald J. Orth 2001–2002 Thomas J. Gasque

1973 Lalia P. Boone 2003–2004 Christine DeVinne
1974 Byrd H. Granger 2005–2006 Cleveland K. Evans
1975 Margaret M. Bryant (also 1958) 2007–2008 Don Nilsen and Alleen Nilsen**
1976 E. Wallace McMullen 2009–2010 Priscilla Ord
1977 W.F.H. (Bill) Nicolaisen

(Cdn) = Canadian member
*Start of two-year terms for offi cers
**Co-Presidency
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EDITORS OF NAMES

Vols Years Editor Institution Department

 1–4 1953–1956 Erwin C. Gudde Univ. of California–Berkeley German

 5–7 1956–1959 Madison Beeler Univ. of California–Berkeley German 

 8–9 1960–1961 Demetrius J. Georgacas Univ. of North Dakota Classical Languages

10–13 1962–1965 Wallace E. McMullen Fairleigh Dickinson Univ. English 

14–16 1966–1968 Kelsie Harder SUNY Coll. at Potsdam English

17–27 1969–1981 Conrad Rothrauff SUNY Coll. at Potsdam English

28–29 1982–1983 Murray Heller North Country Comm. Coll. Adirondack Studies

30–35 1984–1987 Kelsie Harder SUNY Coll. at Potsdam English

36–40 1988–1992 Thomas J. Gasque Univ. of South Dakota English

41–50 1993–2002 Edward Callary Northern Illinois Univ. English

51–55 2003–2007 Ren Vasiliev SUNY Coll. at Geneseo Geography 

56– 2008– Frank Nuessel Univ. of Louisville Modern Languages


