The Replacement of /5/ and /i/ in the English

Pronunciation of Names'

A.R.DUNLAP

IN THE ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION of a number of geographical and per-
sonal names, when a weakly stressed syllable containing /o] or [i/ comes
under greater stress, whether for reasons of rhythmical alternation, reces-
sion of primary stress, or whatever, the quality of the vowel often changes
in the newly stressed syllable.? It has been known, of course, at least
since the time Verner’s Law was formulated that shifts in stress cause
qualitative changes in the vowels involved, and every student of the
history of the language has noticed the vowel gradation in a series like
phétograph [ow, o, 2/, photdgrapher /o, a, o/, photogrdphic [ow, o, /. It
seems worthwhile to continue the study of this phenomenon, however,
in order to gain a better understanding of the extent to which proper
names are affected, and in the process to determine further the extent
to which by examining the nature of the syllables involved, whether in
proper names or not, we can generalize about the quality of the newly
stressed vowel.® Also by noting the extent to which words that are not
names are subject to the same sort of vowel gradation, we can have a
better idea about how ‘“‘regular’ this particular kind of sound change is
in proper names.*

1 Tt is a privilege for me to be one of those to contribute to this Festschrift in honor of
my colleague and friend, Professor Margaret Bryant. She has added in substantial ways
to our knowledge of the English language through her scholarship and writings, and her
work in support of the American Name Society and the American Dialect Society has
been and continues to be of inestimable value.

2 The designation “newly stressed” syllable is used for convenience, but in some in-
stances is not accurate, strictly speaking, since the pronunciation of the variant with the
stressed syllable may be older than the variant with /o/ or [i/ (cf. Bikewell Bikewell
/o e/) or may be at least partially accounted for by other factors, such as dialectal differ-
ences between British and American English (cf. Asbury Asbary /e e/) or the Anglicani-
zation of non-native words (cf. Béaumont Béaumont fo af).

3 The subjects of stress change and vowel reduction have been treated by various
authors. Particular attention is called to W. Nelson Francis, The Structure of American
English (New York, 1954), pp. 217—18, and to Noam Chomsky and Morris Halle, The
Sound Pattern of English (New York, 1968), p. 59ff. (“English Phonology”).

4 Tn order to underscore the regularity of the various patterns, care has been taken
to give a fair number of nonstandard variants, both of names and non-names.
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In the analysis which follows, the examples given for each of the four
categories are not meant, of course, to be exhaustive, and the pronuncia-
tions given are selective, since some variants would be irrelevant to our
present concern. Unless otherwise indicated, the proper names and their
pronunciations are taken from the supplementary pages of Webster’s New
International Dictionary of the English Language, Second Edition,® sub-
sequently called W,, either from the ‘“Pronouncing Gazetteer” or from
the ‘“Pronouncing Biographical Dictionary.” The other two most fre-
quently cited sources for the pronunciation of proper names are, respec-
tively, John S. Kenyon and Thomas A. Knott, 4 Pronouncing Dictionary
of American English® and “A Pronouncing Vocabulary of Common Eng-
lish Given Names” in Webster’'s New Collegiate Dictionary,” referred to
subsequently as KK and W,. Unless otherwise indicated, words from
the general vocabulary, i.e., words that are not proper names, are taken
from Kenyon and Knott, A Pronouncing Dictionary of American English.
It should be noted that the phonemic symbols used represent the present
author’s understanding of the various phonetic symbols used in the several
sources. The reader should also realize that the different methods of
indicating stress have been standardized and that secondary and tertiary
stress marks have been silently supplied when they seem called for by
the pronunciation evidence in the sources.®

I. Let us consider first the type of non-monosyllabic word in which
the syllable containing [a/ or [i/ is closed. The vowel of the newly stressed
syllable appears usually to be of the checked variety, i.e., one followed
immediately by a consonant in the same syllable. (English checked vowels
are [i, e, %, 9, u/. In most American dialects, [a/ also belongs in this list;
in standard British, /n/.)* Examples of checked vowels in newly stressed
gyllables are as follows:

Adelbert Adélbert!® [ae/ Céthcart Céthcart feaf
Arbathnot Arbuthndt Joa/ Célestine Celéstine! Joe/
Armstead Armstéad Jie/ Chillon Chillgn Joaf
Asburyt Asbary (Park) /o ef Célchester Colchéster fie/
Kudubon Audubén Joaf Crémwell Crémweéll Joef
Békewell Bakewsll Jo e/ Délaware Délaware o5 2/
Béaumont Béaumont Jea/ Dérchester Dérehéster fie/
Blackwell Blackweéll loe/ Friesland Friesland IEE)
Bréitmann Bréitmann foa/ Léancaster Léncaster Jo @18/
Buckinghem  Buckingham  /e12? &/ Macbéth Mdcbéth?? Jo ®f
Cértersville Cértersville Joi/ Néwark (N.J.) Néwark!® (Del.) /o a/
Trafalgir Trafdlgar [o1? =/
5 Ed. William Allan Neilson, ef al., Springfield, Mass., 1957 (orig. pub. 1934).
6 Springfield, Mass., 1953. ? Springfield, Mass., 1961.

8 B.g., W, includes the pronunciations Atidubon /a/ and Brisbane /ey/ without indi-
cating secondary stress, even though the o and the @ would probably have the value of /o/
if entirely unstressed.
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Words of this sort from the general vocabulary include the following:

4bsent absént JEXJ excise éxcise fief
accént decént [o @/ expért éxpért fie/
eczéma éczema, fie/ moéral mordle Jo =/

On the other hand, the vowel may sometimes be of the free variety,
i.e., a vowel (or diphthong) which is free to occur under either of the
following conditions: (1) it is succeeded immediately by a consonant in
the same syllable, or (2) it concludes its syllable. Vowels (and diphthongs)
not of the checked variety are free.20 Examples of free vowels in newly
stressed closed syllables are as follows:

Adeline Adeline? /i ay,iy/ Brisbane Brisbane Joey/
Alleyn Alléyn fiiy/ Céroline Céroline® /i ay{
Archibald Archibald? [o ow/ Celéstine Célestine® fiay/
Augtistine Augustine fiy/ Elphinstone Klphinstone /o2 ow/
Biltimore Béltimore 9% ow/ Méurice Maurice?? fiiy/
Blackstone Bléckstone [o ow/ Néw Orleans  Naw Orléans® /o iy/
Résaline Roésaline® i ay,iy/

¢ Hans Kurath and Raven I. McDavid, Jr., The Pronunciation of English in the Atlantic
States (Ann Arbor, 1961), pp. 3—4, 5—8. Also see Hans Kurath, A4 Phonology and Prosody
of Modern English (Ann Arbor, 1964), pp. 17—30.

10 We; cf. the pronunciation listed under “III,” below.

1 W, further gives /o] as a variant for the family name. There are many names end-
ing in -bury, of course. W, gives, among others, the following : Atterbury Atterbary Je,5e/;
Aylesbury Aylesbiry /o, e/; Cinterbury Cinterbary /o5 e/; Dinbury (Conn.) Dinbdry
/o e/; Enderbury (Phoenix Is.) Enderbary /o ef; Fairbury (Neb.) Fiirbary (o e/; Gléston-
bury Gldstonbiry /e,0 e/; Hiwkesbury (river, Australia) Hiwkesbaury /o,o e/.

12 W, marks this pronunciation ‘“Brit.” Other names with -ham fit this pattern, so
that no additional examples need be given here. Interestingly, W, gives no secondary stress
in the [®/ variant, although W3 does.

B W,

14 W, marks both pronunciations “Angl.”

15 Heard by ARD. Native Delawarians often, if not always, prefer /o/, while others
usually say /[e/.

16 W, marks this pronunciation “in U.S.”

17 KK_

18 Heard by ARD. The city in Delaware is thus distinguished by Delawarians, although
usually not by other people, from the city in New Jersey.

19 Daniel Jones, English Pronouncing Dictionary (London, 1946), gives this as an archaic
pronunciation. Cf. Otto Jespersen, A Modern English Grammar, 1, 5.43.

20 Kurath and McDavid (see n. 9, above).

2 W,

2 1,

2 W, marks this pronunciation “locally.”

24 W 6

B W,

26 T, marks this pronunciation “Brit.”

27 We.

28 W, calls the first pronunciation local, the second nonlocal. 2 We.
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Words from the general vocabulary include démicile démicile®® /i ay/;
human humdne [s ey/; séparate séparate /i ey/. In other words, either
checked or free vowels may be expected to appear in newly stressed closed
syllables.

IT A. Let us now move to the other end of the scale and consider the
non-monosyllabic type of word whose final unstressed syllable is the
vowel which may come under stress. Here the newly stressed vowel is
necessarily of the free variety, of course, since no consonant follows. All
of the words of this type listed here have [o/,3! and the variant usually
has Jey/, although sometimes [a/, /o/, or [ow/. Examples are as follows:

Africa Africas? [oey/ Kiowa Kiowa®? Joey/
Arkéansas Arkansds [o 0%/ Méntua (Ohio) Méntud o (w)ey8)
Chicago Chicégo [o% ow/ Néshua Néshuag?® [o (w)ey/
Chippewa Chippewa?s [o a,ey/ Ohio Ohio [e¥ ow/
Towa Towa [0 ey®8/ *Skamékawe  Skamékawdfl /o ey/

II B. A comparable set of words has /i/#? — not in final position —
but standing immediately before another vowel. Here the change is usu-

ally to [ay/.

Aria Aria fiay/ Calif6rnia Califérnia fi+a
ay-+ey*3/

Arius Arfus i ay/ Lafayétte Lafdyette  /iey/

30 Jespersen, I, 5.74; cf. Jones. (See n. 19, above.)

31 Not listed are words like 4lkali 4lkal} [i(y) ay/ and préphecy préphecy /i(y) ay/
with a final vowel sound which some scholars treat as fi/ but which may also be treated
as [iy/.

32 Africa rimes with away in Robert Browning’s “Home Thoughts, from the Sea’; cf.
the riming of Admerica with stay in a song in Chapter 2 of Joyce’s 4 Portrait of the Artist as
a Young Man, and with decay in a song in Brendan Behan’s Island (New York, 1962), p. 12.

33 Mute final -s through French influence; cf. Jespersen, I, 14.72 (see n. 19, above).

3¢ Heard by ARD. Also in KK.

35 KK. Also spelled Chippawa, Chippeway.

36 Also /a/; cf. F. L. Mott, “Pronunciation of ‘Towa’,” Palimpsest, 38 (1957), 100—05.

37 Also spelled Kioway.

38 Nonstandard; heard by ARD.

39 KK.

40 Heard by ARD. Ohioans often say /o/; others often say fow/.

41 H, A. Rundell, Washington Names: A Pronunciation Quide (Pullman, Wash., n.d.),
2nd ed., p. 64. The first pronunciation is assumed.

42 The sound in the following examples tends towards /iy/ in the speech of many
speakers. (Cf. n. 31, above.) Doubtful examples, not listed, are Séphia Sophfa [i( ?) ay/;
Viénna Viénna [i(?) ay,iy/ (see F.G. Cassidy, Place-names of Dane County, Wisconsin
[Greensboro, N.C., 1947], p.236; cf. D. E. Brown and F. E. Schooley, Pronunciation
Quide for Illinois Place Names [Urbana, 1957], p. 9); Vidla Vidla /[i(?) ay/ (the second
pronunciation given in KK, the first heard by ARD).

43 Heard by ARD. Nonstandard; humorous. Likewise, Pennsylvania. These words
are also examples of IT A.

4 Cf. the pronunciations listed under “III” and “IV,” below.



Replacement of [2] and [i] in the English Pronunciation of Names 89

Words from the general vocabulary include the following:

elégiac dleglac fiay/ pténist planist fiiy/
gladidla gladiola /iay/ piéno piédno [i ay*,iy/
pebény péony* /iay,iy/ piézza plazza, /i ay¥,iy/

Somewhere between the extreme ends of the scale falls a set of non-
monosyllabic words in which /o] or [i/ is followed by a consonant (or
consonant cluster) and a vowel. Here, with shift of stress, we have two
possibilities. First, the consonant (or the first element of a consonant
cluster) which was part of the originally stressed syllable may be treated
as part of the newly stressed syllable, in which case the new vowel will
be of the checked variety. Secondly, the consonant (or consonant cluster)
which was part of the originally stressed syllable may remain as part of
that syllable, in which case the new vowel will be of the free variety.

III. The following names belong to the first category — i.e., with con-
sonant as part of the newly stressed syllable with checked vowel:

Adélbert Adelbertts Jo @/ (Mount) Desért Désertss fie/
Aline Alinet? o=/ Fatima Fdtima, ot e/
Aria, Aria [o @/ Gerérd Gérard o €58/
Arfus Arius Jo =/ Janét Jdnets® [o =/
Barach Bdruch Jo a®/ Lafiyette Lafayéttes? Jo =/
Caréw Cdrewdt Joe/ Madrid Mddridst [o ®/
Caribbéan Caribbean®? [o i/ Maurice Mdurices? feaf
Chagrin (Falls) Chdgrin /o @53/ Methien Méthuens? [oe/
Chillén Chillon® Joif Méntagle Montdguett [o =/
Colléen Cdlleens® [oal Paméla Pdmelas® Jo @/

4 Harold Wentworth, American Dialect Dictionary (New York, 1944), p. 449. Here-
after, ADD. 46 Nonstandard; humorous. Cf. ADD, p. 452.

47 Nonstandard; humorous. Cf. ADD, pp. 600—01, under stoop.

48 Ws; cf. the pronunciation listed under “I,” above.

9 ..

5 W, marks this variant “his own pron.”

51 KK ; cf. the pronunciation listed under “IV,” below.

52 KK_

5 KK calls this pronunciation local (?) and also gives a fu/ variant(?) as a local
pronunciation.

54 KK.

5 W,

56 KK-

57 W, marks this pronunciation “U.8.”

%8 We marks this pronunciation “esp. Brit.”

5 W,

60 Cf. the pronunciation listed under “II B,” above, and “IV,” below.

61 KK.

62 W G-

€3 KK.

¢ D. G. Picinich, 4 Pronunciation Guide to Missouri Place Names (Columbia, Missouri,
1951), p. 23. % We.
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A very large number of other words suggest themselves, including the
following :

abyss dbyss o 286/ émpyréal empyreal [ if
addréss dddreéss Jo &/ enéma énema [ie/
adalt ddult [o ®f garige gdrage IEET
ally dlly Jo =/ hegira hégira fie/
astite dstute [o ®87/ hell6 héllo [ e/
berét béret Joef presige présage fief
cemént cément Jo €%/ recéndite récondite fie/
debécle débacle /ies/ recrait récriit /ie™?/
decddent décadent fie/ reférable réferable fief
shelldc shéllac [o €%/

IV. The following names belong to the second category, i.e., with
consonant remaining as part of the originally stressed syllable and with
a free vowel in the newly stressed syllable:

Azbres Azdres Jeey/ Hiréshima Hiroshima®®  [iiy/
Bedél Bédel™ faiy/ Tmnaha Imndha o ow/
Beréwne Biron™ /i ay/ Japén Jdpanst Je ey/
Bethtne Béthiine’ Jeiy/ Lafiyette Lafayéttess Je ey/
Byzéntium Bjzéntium Jiay/ Latrébe Ldtrobess Joey/
Caréw Cdréw [o ey”/ Lemay Lémay® fiiy/
Criméa Criméa /iay/ Leréy Léroyss Jeiy/
Detréit Détroit™ fiiy/ Maldy Mdlay®® feey/
Eniwetok Bniwétok Jo iy/ (Grand) Manén Mdnan [o ey®/
Eniwétok Eniwetok fi?iy/ Maurfce Mdurice®! Jo ow/
enbéugh Endughs® Jiiy/ Mércedées Mercédes®? /e iy,ey/
Frémént Frémont®t  [iiy/ Milin Milan® (U.S.A.) /i ay/
Frenéau (N.J.) Frénéau fiiy®/ Quebée Québec fiiy/
Thoréau Thdréau?® [o ow/

66 Nonstandard; heard by ARD.

67 Nonstandard; heard by ARD.

6 W,, p. Ixii; cf. the pronunciation listed under “IV,” below.

8 Nonstandard; heard by ARD.

70 Jones (see n. 19, above); cf. W, p. Ixv.

1 Cf. ADD, p. 286; and note that other checked vowels are also likely to appear in
this word with shift of stress.

72 Nonstandard; heard by ARD.

2 Jones (see n. 19, above); cf. W, p. Ixxv.

74 K_'[{.

75 KK.

% KK.

77 KK ; cf. the pronunciation listed under “III,” above.

8 ADD, p. 160.

7 W, indicates that this is the popular pronunciation.

80 Picinich (see n. 64, above), p. 16.

81 KK.

82 Heard by T. M. Pearce, but not, one would judge, from the lips of a dweller in this
New Jersey community or its environs; see Western Folklore, X, 73. In the same place,
the pronunciation /iymas/ is recorded by Professor Pearce for Emmaus, Pa.
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Similarly, many ordinary words belong to this category, including the
following :

actimen deumen o ey®/ evént éveéntiot fiiy/
cadét cddet?? fo ey/ giriffe giraffe [o ay1%s/
cemént cément® [ iy/ guttar guitarlos fiiy/
cigir cigard® fiiy/ haringue hdrangue /o ey'®?/
creténne crétonne iy/ migrine migrane fiay/
debate débatelo® fiiy/ paride pdrade o iy108/
decline déeline [ iyr/ pecén péean fiiy/
defile défile fiiy/ recall récall fiiy/
depéndent dépendentl®?  [iiy/ recéss récéss fiiy/
detail détail fiiy/ reséarch réséarch fiy/
detéur détour fiiy/ reséurce résdurce fiiy/
divin dévan Jiay/ tabéo tdbdo o ey1%/
divérse divérse /o ay/ trachéa trdchea [e ey/
equétor équator!®® fiiy/ tradice trdduce [o ey110/
vagiry vdgary! fo ey/

Occasionally, a word is accorded both of the immediately preceding treat-
ments: its newly stressed syllable may claim the consonant after the

8 T, marks both pronunciations “Angl.”

8 Picinich (see n. 64, above), p. 19.

85 Cf. the pronunciations listed under “II B’ and “IIL,” above.

8 ADD, p. 497.

87 Picinich (see n. 64, above), p. 21.

8 Ws.

89 KK_

9% Nonstandard; heard by ARD.

oL .

2 T,

93 KK.

% ADD, p. 497.

905 KK_.

% Nonstandard; heard by ARD.

97 ADD, p. 89.

98 ADD, p.103; cf. Jespersen (see n. 19, above), I, 5.73. Cf. the pronunciation listed
under “IIL,” above.

%9 ADD, p. 541.

100 ADD, p. 497.

101 Nonstandard; heard by ARD.

102 ADD, p. 497.

103 4DD, p. 497.

104 G. W. Gray and C. M. Wise, The Bases of Speech (New York, 1959), p. 292.

105 Nonstandard ; humorous.

108 ADD, p. 269.

107 Nonstandard; heard by ARD.

108 Nonstandard; humorous.

109 Nonstandard; heard by ARD.

10 Nonstandard; heard by ARD.

111 Jones (see n. 19, above).
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vowel and thus have a checked vowel, and the newly stressed syllable
of a variant pronunciation may not claim the consonant and thus have a
free vowel. Examples are banal bdnal [e 2/ or /s ey/; depét dépot [it12 e/
or [iiy/.

In sum, the evidence assembled suggests that at least within the limits
of consideration defined in this paper the English pronunciation of geo-
graphical and personal names conforms to general patterns to be observed
in more common words and that these patterns can to some extent be
defined. It is difficult to know whether we should conclude that the nature
of the newly stressed vowel depends on the presence or absence of a
checking consonant or that the existence of a checking consonant de-
pends on the nature of the stressed vowel, but the two matters do seem
related. More specifically, when [o/ and [i/ in closed syllables come under
stress, the newly stressed vowel will be from anywhere in the spectrum
of checked and free vowels (I). In open syllables, on the other hand, [a/
and [i/ are replaced by free vowels when the vowel in question ends a
word (IT A) or is prevocalic (IT B). Finally, when o/ and /i are followed
by a consonant (or consonant cluster) and then a vowel, a checked vowel
will appear in the newly stressed syllable if the consonant (or the first
element of a consonant cluster) is treated as part of that syllable (III),
but a free vowel will appear if the consonant in question maintains its
position as part of the originally stressed syllable (IV).

It has not been our concern here so much to account for the variations
as to present and describe them. The reasons for the variations, however,
are doubtless multiple and should continue to be investigated. Some
dual pronunciations probably result from the retention in current speech
of older pronunciations with the stress unmoved beside the new forms
with shifted stress. Other variations seem to result from idiolectal differ-
ences when individual speakers syllabize words differently, some using a
pronunciation with a checked vowel, some with a free. It may well be
that still other variations are to be accounted for by dialectal differences.
Additional evidence might profitably be sought by both social and regional
dialectologists.113

University of Delaware

112 Jespersen (see n. 19, above), I, 14.22; cf. W, p. Ixiv.

13 T wish to acknowledge with thanks the considerable help given to me by Professor
W. Bruce Finnie during the final stages of preparing this paper.



