
Personal Narne Studies

ELSDON C. SMITH

~ NAMES 1:3 (September, 1953), I discussed all the books then
published in English on personal names, and mentioned the more
important of those in existence up to that time. But, since then, many
books on the subject have been published, engendered possibly by the
American Name Society and various European scholars. It is time now
to list not all the works published, but all the important studies that
have appeared since the above article was prepared, to help the student
in focusing his attention on those truly authoritative.

An attempt is made here to list the books by years, as some will be
interested in only the most recent. As I have attempted to collect every-
thing in the English language on the subject of personal names, all the
following are, of course, in my private library.

Davies, Trefor Rendall, A Book of Welsh Names. London, 1952.
Murtonen, A., A Philological and Literary Treatise on the Old Testament Divine

Names. Helsinki, 1952.
Smith, Elsdon C., Personal Names A Bibliography. New York, 1952.

* * *
Greene, Lawrence G., Law of Names and How to Change Your Name. New York, 1954.

* * *
Ekwall, Eilert, Studies on the Population of Medieval London. Stockholm, 1956.

* * *
MacLysaght, Edward, Irish Families Their Names, Arms and Origins. Dublin, 1957.

* * *
Loughead, Flora Haines. Dictionary of Given Names with Origins and Meanings.

Second Edition. Glendale (Calif.), 1958.
Shah, Sayed Idries, The Secret Lore of Magic. New York, 1958.

* * *

Hughes, James Pennethorne, How You Got Your Name. London, 1959.
K6keritz, Helge, Shakespeare's Names: a Pronouncing Dictionary. New Haven

(Conn.), 1959.
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* * *
Lambert, Eloise, an~ Pei, Mario, Our Names, Where They Come From and What They

Mean. New York, 1960.
MacLysaght, Edward, More Irish Families. Galway & Dublin, 1960.
Moore, Richard B., The Name "Negro" Its Origin and Evil Use. New York, 1960.

* * *
Burton, Dorothy, A New Treasury of Names for the Baby. Englewood Cliffs (N.J.), 1961.

* * *
Ekwall, Eilert, English Place-Names in -ing. Second Edition. Lund, 1962.
Franklyn, Julian, A Dictionary of Nicknames. London, 1962.
Nurnberg, Maxwell and Rosenblum, Morris, What to Name Your Baby. New Revised

Edition. New York, 1962.
Sleigh, Linwood and Johnson, Charles, The Book of Boys' Names. New York, 1962.
Sleigh, Linwood and Johnson, Charles, The Book of Girls' Names. New York, 1962.

* * *
Mencken, Henry Louis, The American Language. Abridged Edition by Raven I.

McDavid. New York, 1963.
Sq,rensen, Holger, Steen, The Meaning of Proper Names. Copenhagen, 1963.

* * *
Benson, Morton, Dictionary of Russian Personal Names. Philadelphia, 1964.
Kirk-Greene, Anthony H. M., A Preliminary Inquiry into Hausa Onomatology.

Zaria (Northern Nigeria), 1964.
MacLysaght, Edward, A Guide to Irish Surnames. Dublin, 1964.
MacLysaght, Edward, Supplement to Irish Families. Dublin, 1964.

* * *
Hughes, James Pennethorne, Is Thy Name Wart? The Origins of Some Curious and

Other Surnames. London, 1965.
Kajanto, liro, The Latin Cognomina. Helsinki, 1965.
Pine, Leslie Gilbert, The Story of Surnames. London, 1965.
Rosenthal, Eric, South African Surnqmes. Cape Town (South Africa), 1965.

* * *
Masani, Rustom P., Folk Culture Reflected in Names. Bombay, 1966.

* * *
Cottle, Basil, The Penguin Dictionary of Surnames. Harmondsworth (England), 1967.
Evans, David Ellis, Gaulish Personal Names. A Study of Some Continental Celtic

Formations. Oxford, 1967.
Hassall, W.O., History Through Surnames. Oxford, 1967.
Kolatch, Alfred J., The Name Dictionary, Modern English and Hebrew Names.

New York, 1967.
Maduell, Charles R., The Romance of Spanish Surnames. New Orleans, 1967.
Matthews, Constance Mary, English Surnames. New York, 1967.
Reaney, Percy Hide, The Origin of English Surnames. London, 1967.
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Smith, Elsdon C., Treasury of Name Lore. New York, 1967.
* * *

Alvarez, Grace de Jesus C., Top6nimos en Apellidos Hispanos. Garden City (N.Y.),
1968.

Gorden, Raymond L., Spanish Personal Names. Yellow Springs (Ohio), 1968.
Jensen, Gillian Fellows, Scandinavian Personal Names in Lincolnshire and Yorkshire.

Copenhagen, 1968.
Kolatch, Alfred J., Names for Boys and Girls. New York, 1968.

* * * * * *
MacLysaght, Edward, The Surnames of Ireland. Shannon (Ireland), 1969.
McKinley, Richard A., Norfolk Surnames in the Sixteenth Century. Leicester

University Press, 1969.
Payton, Geoffrey, Payton's Proper Names. London, New York, 1969.
Shanta, M. A., Handbook of Hindu Names. Calcutta, 1969.
Smith, Elsdon C., American Surnames. Philadelphia, 1969.

* * *
Gonda, J., Notes on Names and the Name of God in Ancient India. Amsterdam,

London, 1970.

* * *
Dabbs, Jack A., Dei Gratia in Royal Titles. The Hague, Paris, 1971.

* * *
Chambers, Frank M., Proper Names in the Lyrics of the Troubadours. Chapel Hill

(N.C.), 1972.
Chen, Charles, K.H., A Standard Romanized Dictionary of Chinese and Japanese

Popular Surnames. New York, 1972.
Chuks-orji, Ogonna, Names from Africa. Chicago, 1972.
Dolan, J.R., English Ancestral Names. New York, 1972.
Selten, Bo, The Anglo-Saxon Heritage in Middle English Personal Names, East Anglia

1100-1399. Lund, 1972.
Sharp, Harold S., Handbook of Pseudonyms and Personal Nicknames. Metuchen

(N.J.), 1972.
Smith, Elsdon C., New Dictionary of American Family Names. New York, 1972.
Unbegaun, B. 0., Russian Surnames. Oxford, 1972.
White, G. Pawley, A Handbook of Cornish Surnames. Camborne (England), 1972.

* * *
Bander, Edward J., Change of Name and Law of Names. Dobbs Ferry (N.Y.), 1973.
Grehan, Ida, Irish Family Names, Highlights of 50 Family Histories. London, 1973.
MacLysaght, Edward, The Surnames of Ireland. Dublin, 1973.
Mockler, William E., West Virginia Surnames: The Pioneers. Parsons (W.Va.), 1973.
Redmonds, George, Yorkshire West Riding, Vol. I of English Surnames Series. London

and Chichester, 1973.
Rule, La Reina and Hammond, William K., What's in a Name? Surnames of America.

New York, 1973.
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Stannard, Una, Married Women v. Husbands' Names. San Francisco, 1973.
* * *

Bogdan, Forwin, Dictionary of Ukrainian Surnames in Canada. Winnipeg-Vancouver,
1974.

Booklet for Women Who Wish to Determine Their Own Names After Marriage.
, Compiled by The Center for a Woman's Own Name. [Barrington, Ill.], 1974.

Browder, Sue, The New Age Baby Name Book. New York, 1974.
Dunkling, Leslie, The Guinness Book of Names. London, 1974.
Richardson, Peter Nichols, German-Romance Contact: Name-giving in Walser Settle-

ments. Amsterdam, 1974.
* * *

Atkinson, Frank, Dictionary of Pseudonyms and Pen-Names. Hamden (Conn.), 1975.
Heller, Murray (Editor), Black Names in America: Origins and Usage. Boston, 1975.
Loeb, David Ventura, How to Change Your Name California Edition. Occidental

(Calif.), 1975.
McKinley, Richard, Norfolk and Suffolk Surnames in the Middle Ages. Vol. II of

English Surnames Series. London and Chichester, 1975.
Sharp, Harold S., Handbook of Pseudonyms and Personal Nicknames. First Supple-

ment. Metuchen (N.J.), 1975.
Tournier, Paul, The Naming of Persons. New York, 1975.

* * *
Madubuike, Iheckukwu, A Handbook of African Names. Washington, 1976.
Noble, Vernon, Nicknames Past and Present. London, 1976.
Reaney, Percy Hide, The Origin of English Surnames. Second Edition. London and

Boston, 1976.
The Study of Personal Names of the British Isles. Edited by Herbert Void. Erlangen

(Germany), 1976.
* * *

Anderson, Christopher P., The Name Game. New York, 1977.
Clarke, Joseph F., Pseudonyms The Names Behind the Names. Nashville, New York,

1977.
Dunkling, Leslie Alan, First Names First. New York, 1977.
Kaganoff, Benzion C., A Dictionary of Jewish Names and theirHistory. New York, 1977.
McCue, Marion J., How to Pick the Right Name for your Baby. New York, 1977.
Rottenberg, Dan, Finding Our Fathers: A Guidebook to Jewish Genealogy. New York,

1977.
Seary, E. R., Family Names of the Island of Newfoundland. St. Johns, Newfoundland,

Canada, 1977.
Stannard, Una, Mrs. Man. San Francisco, 1977.
Train, John, Remarkable Names of Real People. New York, 1977.

* * *
Addison, Sir William, Understanding English Surnames. London, 1978.
Bela Kalman, The World of Names. A Study in Hungarian Onomatology. Budapest, 1978.
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Dorward, David, Scottish Surnames. Edinburgh, 1978.
Dunkling, Leslie Alan, Scottish Christian Names. An A-Z of First Names. London and

Edinburgh, 1978.
Espy, Willard R., 0 Thou Improper Thou Uncommon Noun. New York, 1978.
Levith, Murray J., What's in Shakespeare's Names. Hamden (Conn.), 1978.
Rajec, Elizabeth M., The Study of Names in Literature:A Bibliography. New York, 1978.
Woods, Richard D. and Alvarez-Altman, Grace, Spanish Surnames in the Southwestern

United States. Boston, 1978.

* * *

Coghlan, Ronan, Irish Christian Names. An A-Z of FirstNames. London and Edinburgh,
1979.

Morgan, Jane, O'Neill, Christopher, and Harre, Rom, Nicknames; Their Origin and
Social Consequences. London, 1979.

Stewart, George R., American Given Names. New York, 1979.

Many books and pamphlets on how to select a name for the new baby
are published, most of them of little or no value. Many have thought
that a couple hours in a library would qual,ify them to compile such a
work. One author wrote to me, saying rather sorrowfully that he would
not have published his work if he had known that other such studies
existed.

There are severafbooks and pamphlets on African names, Arabian
names, Hindu names, etc., none of them really comprehensive, but a
few have been included in the above list because their very scarcity
demanded it.

Because so many personal names are derived from place-names,
some of the more important place-name books might have been
included in the above list, the 53 volumes of the English Place-Name
Society and Eilert Ekwall's The Oxford Dictionary of English Place-
Names, Fourth Edition, Oxford, 1960, for instance. The outstanding
books on place-names in the European countries must also be included.

Dh yes, I recognize that what one student considers important
another feels that he can do without. To draw the line between
"important" and others presents difficulties. This list is only my
pe~sonal opinion.


